
In fact, 
one 
gives life 
to the 
other. 
We 
arenôt called to be activists or 
community organizers; we are 
called to be worshipers of the 
Most High God. We are lovers 
of Jesus who know the spon-
taneous joy of touching the 
least as an act that actually 
touches Him.  

We arenôt just singers and 
artists; we are worshipers who 
know that the resonance of 
our sound and the power of 
our song come from a life 
engaged with the heart of God 
far beyond the walls of a 
church building or the motions 
of our liturgy. 

**My prayer is that we will each approach our 
Sunday worship time with hearts full of love 
for God and lives that have been used by God 
throughout the week to touch people around us!  
Then, God will listen!                       Angie 

Is God Listening?  

We have come a long way in 
our liturgical expression, not 
only thawing out the frozen 
chosen, but attracting new-
comers as well.  

So here we are. Certainly 
what we have now is infinitely 
better than the ñhymn sand-
wichò (two songs, the an-
nouncements and another 
song), which was standard 
fare not long ago.  

The bottom-line question is 
this: Is God listening? We 
have become obsessed with 
whether the church is listen-
ing, or whether the lost are 
listening, or whether the youth 
are listeningðand on and on 
it goes. 

All valid concerns! Yet the 
central issue may be lost é Is 
God listening? Isnôt that what 
makes worship worship any-
way? Isnôt His involvement 
what defines the very thing 

weôre doing?  

The not-so-minor prophet 
Amos, speaking on Godôs 
behalf, offers some perspec-
tive from which we can an-
swer these questions. Amos 
5:23-24 says: ñAway with the 
noise of your songs! I will not 
listen to the music of your 
harps. But let justice roll on 
like a river, righteousness like 

a never-failing stream!ò (NIV).  

This word in Amos truly is 
chilling. Could it be that there 
is something beyond music 
that God is concerned about? 
Is there something that, if 
missing, changes the sweet 
sounds of worship into pure 
noise? Clearly the integrity of 
our worship music isnôt just 
about musical excellence, 
good lyrical content and cul-
tural relevance. A worship that 
is disengaged from justice and 
righteousness (our ministry to 
the needy) is not really wor-
ship at all.  

Promise News       

 Canned Worship (from an internet article by David Ruis) 

Pastor Search Committee (PSC) 

Your PSC is continuing to 

work diligently to find the 

man God has prepared for us. 

Please prayerfully keep them 

lifted up in your constant 

prayers. Your PSC members 

are: Brenda Davis ~ Chair, 

Eric Schmidt ~ Co-Chair, 

Linda Adams, Leon Brannan, 

Tresa Crider, Jason Lee, Julie 

Peterson, and Bonnie Vance. 

Also, donõt forget to visit us 

on the web at 

www.yuleebaptistchurch.co

m/Pastor_Search_ Com-

mittee.html  

 

God Bless, 

PSC 

Yulee Baptist 

Church  

December 2009 

The Promise  
I can do all things through Him who gives me strength  

~ Philippians 4:13  
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It is 2010, which means that we have 
another year to look back on and see 
the faithfulness and blessing of God, 
and we have another year to look 
forward to His continued presence.  
We are indeed a blessed church! 

In a recent message I mentioned the 
assault by some Americans on some 
fundamental Christian doctrines.  In 
this monthõs newsletter, I want to 
encourage you to stand firm on some 
issues about which we cannot com-
promise.  In that message I men-
tioned a wonderfully well written 
declaration that spells out the biblical 
perspective on three major issues.  
The following is an excerpt of the 
preamble to that Manhattan Declara-
tion. 

In this declaration we affirm: 
1) the profound, inherent, and 
equal dignity of every human 
being as a creature fashioned 
in the very image of God, 
possessing inherent rights of 
equal dignity and life; 2) 
marriage as a conjugal union 
of man and woman, ordained 
by God from the creation, and 
historically understood by 
believers and non-believers 
alike, to be the most basic 
institution in society and; 3) 
religious liberty, which is 
grounded in the character of 
God, the example of Christ, 
and the inherent freedom and 
dignity of human beings 
created in the divine image. 

I want to encourage you to read the 
entire declaration and to sign it if you 
feel so led.  The web site is http://
www.manhattandeclaration.org/the-
declaration.   

Throughout the centuries since the 
time of Christ, Christians have been 
called upon to take a stand for right-
eousness.  Would it be proper to 
think that you and I will not have to 
take such a stand? 

In conclusion, with all of our other 
New Yearõs resolutions, let us also 
resolve to òstand fast in one spirit, 
with one mind striving together for 
the faith of the gospeló (Phil 1.27). 

~ Dr. Dorm Landtroop 

**A reminder on the 
WDM holiday schedule: 
We will be closed         
Dec 24th thru Jan 3rd for 
Christmas. We will reopen 
on Jan 4th. 

Happy New Year, 

Curtis & Julie 

VPK has a full enrollment 
of 28 students. Teri and 
Amy have been doing an 
awesome job with the 
kids. WDM kids have 
been helping the food 
pantry with their food 
drives; they are filling a   
30 gallon barrel with food 

about 
every        
2 weeks.  

Notes from the Pastorõs Desk 

Weekday Ministry 

Childrenõs Ministry 

awesome job of sharing the 
story of the birth of Christ. 

The TeamKID and Sunday 
School classes have been 
collecting money for the Lot-
tie Moon Christmas offering. 
They were given a sock to fill 
with spare change, "Sock it to 
Lottie".  This is an effort to 
teach them the importance of 
given to help support       
missionaries throughout the 
world. I will let you know the 

results of their efforts as soon 
as all of the socks are in. 

Kids Camp is just around the 
corner, it will be the around 
the 2nd week in June. We will 
planning some fundraisers in 
the very near future, to help 
with the cost. Keep the chil-
dren's department and the 
workers in your prayers.

 In Christ, 

 Curtis 

The children's department 
participated in the Christmas 
Parade on Dec. 12th. The 
theme of their float was a live 
Nativity. Their float won the 
best costume trophy. I want 
to thank all of the kids and 
adults that braved the rain 
and cold to participate in the 
parade. Then on Sunday 
night they brought their   
Nativity scene into the    
sanctuary, and did an       

" But  God doesn't 

call us to be 

comfortable. He 

calls us to trust 

Him so completely 

that we are 

unafraid to put 

ourselves in 

situations where 

we will be in 

trouble if He 

doesn't come 

through"     

~Francis Chan  
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Let the children come to me, and do not 

hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these. 

~Mark 10:14 
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